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EDITOR’S NOTE
Tell Me Something Good. 

I listen to this radio segment that 

plays in the mornings on one of my 

favorite stations. This segment asks 

radio listeners to call in and tell the 

hosts something good about their life. 

The range of caller responses varies. 

Some days callers talk about getting 

their kids off to school without tears 

or hitting every green light on the way 

to work. This morning, a sweet voice came on the radio and 

stated, “You know what is good? I am surrounded people I love 

and love me right back,” I enjoy listening to this segment because 

on days when I am running around, being pulled multiple 

directions, it reminds me of the little things that I sometimes 

take for granted. 

We as nurses focusing on the positive is something we do on a 

daily basis as we provide the best care we can to the patients 

who are entrusted in our care. We are able to provide comfort 

in times of heartbreak and encouragement during times of 

struggle. We highlight our patient’s achievements and remind 

them they are capable of making their lives better. I have started 

asking patients and their families to tell me something good as 

a means to remind them, even through hardships, life is still 

good. 

So, go ahead and tell me something good.

Dr. Jessamine P. Endaya, DNP, APRN, CCRN, FNP-C
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Good evening guests, friends, and supporters of the PNAGKC 27th Annual gala.

As been said, I am Luz Conde, a longtime member of PNAGKC and have been a 

practicing RN in KC area for 39 years. It is of great honor to be the next president and 

lead this group of nurses, I highly admire and respect. The past presidents have been 

great innovators and an inspiration that made this association shine. My goals are to 

continue the tradition of providing charitable services, education and research, promote 

visibility, increase our membership, and get more involvement not only in our 

community but also to our native country – the Philippines.

I would like to share with you my own personal experience, working with this group of hardworking nurses. Their 

actions are not only contagious but inspirational. Their actions have convinced me that I should continue to be 

involved. Being a part of the Medical missions and participating in projects in KC area is a very humbling and 

gratifying experience. There were so many sacrifices put on by everyone, financially, physically and emotionally. 

Despite all our efforts to fund our medical missions, I have witnessed our own nurses, who reached into their own 

pockets because a patient cannot afford a special test necessary for their treatment. When providing humanitarian 

work, the compassion and unselfish actions are unfathomable and make me proud that I belong to this association. 

The generosity never ends. 

I am very blessed to be part of PNAGKC, as we share the culture of committing ourselves to provide the very best. 

If you are a Nurse, I urge you to be involved. You are the backbone of the association. Although we are one association, 

we can’t stand alone, PNA America, PMSGKC, the Filipino community and all our friends and employers support us 

in many ways. You all make this possible. We thank you! 

And may I please request that all of the PNAGKC members, the past and future members, please stand up and be 

recognized.

I hope you have a memorable night, and please watch out for our nurses! They like to have fun and will rock the 

dance floor. Thank you again for celebrating our 27th Anniversary with us.

LUZ CONDE BSN, RN, CCRN

President

PNAGKC 27th Annual Gala President Acceptance Speech
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PNAGKC Christmas Party: December 2, 2017
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Town Hall Meeting with 2016-2018 PNAA President
Written by: Leila Busch | MSN, RN, CEN

True to Dino’s style of visible 

leadership ,  members  o f  the 

Philippine Nurses Association of 

Greater Kansas City (PNAGKC) 

spend few hours for a town hall 

meeting with Dino Doliente III, 

the President of the Philippine 

Nurses Association of America. 

Town hall meetings are a way 

that leaders can meet with their constituents; keep them 

updated on important issues as well as getting feedback 

on matters that are important to the association. There 

were several activities happening the night before our 

27th PNAGKC Anniversary Gala but several members 

brave the cold night to meet Dino and show him genuine 

Kansas City hospitality. Dino was given a platform to 

elaborate more on what he does as the president of the 

national association. He also discussed the PNAA 

newsletter and journal, online membership, incentives 

and benefits, in addition to membership recruitment and 

retention at the local and national chapter. Dino 

encouraged the chapter to invite community leaders to 

be guest speakers at chapter educational offerings as a 

means of increasing association visibility. Other hot 

topics that were discussed included cases of employer 

/ breach of contract cases being faced by Filipinos in the 

United States. Dino shed light to the issues that were 

raised and a connection was made. The meeting was 

followed by a home-cooked potluck dinner provided by 

members of the chapter.
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PNAGKC Annual Dinner-Dance: April 7, 2018
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Medical Mission Golf Tournament – September 23, 2017
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Working together to help the world – the American way
Written by: Irma Labre-Wright | BSN, MPH, RN

Mission: “To care for those who 

cannot care for themselves and 

to deliver hope to families and 

communities that need it most.”  

PNAGKC members from Clay, 

Jackson, Platte,  and Johnson 

count ies  get  together  at  the 

Franciscan Mission Warehouse in 

Independence, Missouri, every 3rd Saturday of the month 

to share their time and expertise. They help sort and 

pack donated surplus medical supplies from US medical 

facilities for shipment to hospitals and clinics around 

the world to those who are in need.  Volunteering here 

is one of the association’s community outreach project 

for the last two years.  

This humanitarian effort was founded by Sister Andrea 

Kantner in 1995.  It is owned and operated by the Sisters 

of St. Francis of the Holy Eucharist.  Since its inception 

it has shipped tons of medical equipment and supplies 

to more than 30 countries all over the world including 

the Philippines.  It also supports medical missions to the 

Philippines by providing much-needed supplies and 

equipment to complete the missions.  

PNAGKC is humbled by this experience at the Franciscan 

Mission Warehouse.  A few hours of everyone’s time is 

making a difference in the lives of many……. all over 

the world.  

FranciscanMissionWarehouse.org
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2018 PNAGKC Nursing Excellence Awardees

Jessamine Endaya, DNP, RN, CCRN, FNP-C
Jessamine was awarded the 2018 PNAGKC Nurse of the Year and 

Chapter Leadership Award. At her early age, she had proven herself 

a worthy leader both in her personal and professional career. She 

graduated from the University of Missouri Kansas City School of 

Nursing and one of the presidents of the Philippine Nurses Association 

of Greater Kansas City. During her term, PNAGKC remained very 

visible in the PNAA landscape. In addition, she also represented 

PNAGKC in the Filipino Association of Greater Kansas City and the 

Filipino Cultural Center Foundation as well as being active in multiple 

organizations both locally and nationally. Her leadership skills started 

even when she was in nursing school where she represented the 

School of Nursing at the UMKC Student Government. She is the is a 

past secretary of the Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society 

Lambda Phi Chapter. Her search for higher education continued as 

she strived to obtain her Doctorate of Nursing Practice Program at 

the University of Missouri Kansas City. 

Corazon Zamora, BSN, RN, CCRN
Corazon Zamora was the recipient of the 2018 PNAGKC 

Community Service Award. Cora is one of the founding members 

of the Philippine Nurses Association of Greater Kansas City and 

has been an active member since its inception. Being the eldest 

child, it seemed as if she was not only destined to help take 

care of her family but also the community and world. She has 

held different positions in our association, currently serving as 

the 2016-2018 Community Service Chair where she actively 

seeks volunteer activities for our members. She’s a member of 

the World Outreach Lions Club, a former Board Member of the 

Medical Mission Foundation and currently one of the Board 

Member of the World Outreach Foundation of Kansas City 

(WOFKC) where she is a co-chair for the Medical Mission 

division. At the WOFKC, she volunteers at the Hope Faith 

Ministries Homeless Clinic on Saturday mornings and at the 

Artist Helping the Homeless on Thursday nights. The Battered 

Women Children is another one of her passion where she 

coordinates and participates in the activity. She is also a part 

of different Medical Mission Groups that went to countries such 

as Cambodia, Vietnam, India and regularly to the Philippines 

numerous times a year. 
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2018 PNAGKC Nursing Excellence Awardees Community Service Report

As a non-profit and professional 

n u r s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e 

Philippine Nurses Association of 

Greater Kansas City provides 

different opportunities to give 

back to the community.

O n  T h u r s d a y  e v e n i n g s ,  i n 

coordination with the Arts of 

Healing the Homeless in Kansas 

City, and Saturday morning, in 

partnership with the World 

Outreach Foundation at Hope Faith Ministries, our nurses 

volunteer their time. Working with volunteer physicians 

and community  advocates ,  heal th care needs of 

vulnerable populations are adequately met thereby 

prevent ing  unt imely  emergency  room v is i t s  or 

preventable inpatient admissions. 

The bi-annual report shows 109 community service hours 

provided by our chapter volunteers at these clinics.

Since establishing a relationship in 2010, PNAGKC nurses 

continue to biannually visit and serve the residents of 

the Battered Women and Children. We bring nourishment, 

gifts, and try to fulfill their wish lists. We also provide 

health screenings and education but most importantly 

we bring hope, inspire courage and motivate them to 

look ahead and move forward.

The bi-annual report shows 20 community service hours 

provided by our chapter volunteers at the Battered 

Women and Children shelter.

Since our chapter’s inception, we have been on over 40 

medical missions. This year we accomplished three 

medical/surgical missions to Tugegarao, Mindoro and 

Bohol, Philippines. 

During these medical missions, we were able to provide 

764 service hours. Missioners from all walks of life and 

profession offered their time and talents to serve the 

underprivileged. The dedication and commitment of these 

missioners is one of the reasons medical and surgical 

needs were met for those in need.

PNAGKC volunteers also staff the First Aid Station during 

FAGKC’s annual Fiesta Filipina celebration. We provide 

hypertension and diabetes screenings in addition to 

offering health education. Through this volunteer service, 

we have clocked 47.5 community service hours. 

Additional community service hours we have completed 

are through the KC World Outreach Lions Club, where 

we have donated 1.5 hours, to promote health education 

during health fairs. We also sort and pack medical 

supplies for our collaborative medical mission and other 

medical missions through the Franciscan Mission 

Warehouse totaling 197 hours. 

The timing, purpose and method of volunteerism is 

unique to each individual but it shares a common ground. 

It is not always a walk in the park but its rewards are 

priceless.

Written by: Cora Zamora, BSN, RN, CCRN
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Community Service Report
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On a Hot Day: Medical Mission Packing Must Go On
Written by: Tess Laoruangroch | MSN, RN, MPH, FNP-BC

On June 29, 2018 the temperature was 95 degrees and the heat index was 105 degrees. 

The scorching humid weather did not stop the Vigan –bound medical mission team 

members from completing their second medical mission packing events for the year. 

The packing started earlier than the noon start time Leila Busch had planned for. Amy 

Valera was knocking at her door by 7am and Regina Ancola-Upton was there by mid-

morning. They started packing medical supplies that Amy and Leila had sorted and 

received from the Franciscan warehouse. Dr. Tony Racela was there too but he felt 

ill due to the hot weather so the nurses told him to go home. The rest of the packing 

team included Arvin Figueroa, Cora Zamora, Marilyn Dizon, Tess and Joe 

Laoruangroch. By the time the packing was completed there were 14 boxes ready to be shipped. The team 

was even able to organize supplies for future boxing. As in the past, the medical supplies included operating 

room, respiratory, orthopedic, gastrointestinal and genitourinary equipment in addition to adorable pediatric 

patient gowns. The packing day ended with a surprise with a much welcomed rain to cool down the packers.
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Nurse and Membership Appreciation Picnic – May 26, 2018



16  |   Philippine Nurses’ Association of Greater Kansas City

Kansas City Heart Walk 2018
Written by: Tess Laoruangroch | MSN, RN, MPH, FNP-BC

On June 16, 2018, members of 

PNAGKC and their spouses 

walked for the fundraising 

event hosted by the American 

Heart  Associat ion (AHA). 

Wearing shirts printed with 

their hospital logos, Emilie 

Turalba, Luz Conde, Tess and 

Joe Laoruangroch, Sonia and 

Bong Tumanut walked around 

the Kansas City Power and Light District under 

scorching heat that was, at least, fanned by a cool 

breeze to make the walk bearable. Walkers came 

from different area hospitals and businesses. Most 

walked for the purpose of raising funds but there 

were some walkers who walked for personal 

reasons: to honor a friend or a loved one who died 

of heart disease, or survivors.

The AHA’s goal was to raise $820, 000 and to date; 

it has raised $542, 522. The AHA has raised funds 

for more than 90 years to fund research to save and 

improve lives from heart disease and stroke.

Current statistics showed that even though heart 

diseases have declined steadily, it is still the number 

one cause of death here in the US and worldwide; 

about 1 of every 3 deaths in the US; an average of 

1 death every 38 seconds. The big three heart 

diseases causing deaths:

1. Coronary heart disease

2. Stroke

3. Heart failure 

 A significant milestone was achieved when stroke 

death slipped from the number three cause of death 

to number five. However, there are still more than 

100 million Americans who have high blood 

pressure.

Fundraising events like the Heart Walk is not only 

to raise funds but also increase awareness of heart 

diseases.
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TOP 10 REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD JOIN PNAA

1. Free publications (2) of 
Journal of Nursing Practice 
Applications & Reviews of 
Research (JNPARR) every 
year.

2. Eligibility of PNAA National 
Scholarship Awards.

3. Eligibility to PNAA Leadership 
Fellows Program (LFP).

4. Eligibility to National 
PNAA Nursing Excellence 
Recognition.

5. Tuition Fee Discount (10%) 
with PNAA University Partners 
(i.e. Grand Canyon University, 
Walden University). 

6. Registration Discount (25%) 
on Education Program/
Leadership

7. Free Online Continuing 
Nursing Education (iCNE) for 
all members.

8. Free Online Leadership 
Development Program (iLDP) 
for all chapter leaders.

9. Free Access to iPNAA Mobile 
App for all members.

10. Chapter Membership 
Incentive Program (20% of 
Registration Fee) to support 
the projects and initiatives of 
local chapters.

http://mypnaa.org/join-us
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Leila Busch:  
The Incoming Vice-President, North Central Region, PNAA
Written by: Tess Laoruangroch | MSN, RN, MPH, FNP-BC

Leila Busch, a long-time member of PNAGKC has just been elected as Vice-President 

of NCR, PNAA. Although most of us know Leila, let’s revisit what she has accomplished 

as a leader. She believes in quiet, strong and grounded leadership – this belief has 

been showcased in her various roles in PNAGKC and PNAA.

Leila was PNAGKC’s president from 2008-2010. After her presidency, she remains 

active as a member and/or chairperson in the research, education, scholarship, and 

social committees. In addition, she is the nurse coordinator in medical missions and 

volunteers in various community services.

As president of PNAGKC in 2008, she earned a seat in the Circle of Presidents, PNAA where chapter presidents 

network and exchange ideas to present their chapter’s needs and progress. That was ten years ago. Since 

then Leila has been actively involved in the national level in different committees and event; most recently 

as Chair of the NCR Nursing Excellence Awards and member of the Ethics Committee and Board of Directors. 

Her contributions to PNAGKC and PNAA have been recognized with the following awards:

2012: PNAA Nursing Scholarship Award

2013: PNAGKC Nurse of the Year; Leadership Award- NCR

2014: Harris Fellow (Rotary Club International)

Congratulations Leila Busch! We could not be more happy to have an outstanding person like you 

representing our chapter at the national level.



TANGLAW  Winter 2017 – Spring 2018  |   19

  
   

 

 

 

 

 

NORTH CENTRAL REGION

above: States included in the North Central Region: 
Missouri, Kansas, Ohio, Indiana, Minnesota, Michigan, 

Wisconsin, Illinois, Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota

 Join us for the next

NCR Conference
Per the PNAA, the regions will 

be hosting their conferences 
every other year. The next NCR 

conference will take place in 2019.

SEE YOU IN 2019!

Details to come soon.

LUZ CONDE BSN, RN, CCRN

President

JESSAMINE P. ENDAYA DNP, RN, CCRN, FNP-C

Vice-President

ANNA LIZA DEWHURST RN

Secretary

YOLANDA ENDAYA MSN, RNC-OB, C-EFM

Assistant Secretary

MARY ARAGON RN, BSN, CCRN

Treasurer

SONIA TUMANUT BSN, RN, CCRN

Assistant Treasurer

ELIZABETH ROSAS BSN, RN

Public Relations Officer

EMMA FLORENTINO RN, BSN, CCRN

Auditor

Board Members

CHITO BELCHEZ MSN, RN-BC

SANDRA GANON BSN, RN

MAGNOLIA FIGUEROA BSN, RN

VICKY HERERRA BSN, RN

IRMA LABRE-WRIGHT BSN, RN

CORAZON ZAMORA BSN, RN, CCRN

PNAGKC EXECUTIVE BOARD 2018 – 2020
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PNAGKC: What is the Philippine Nurses Association?

JOIN US TODAY!

Philippine Nurses Association of Greater Kansas City objectives include:

•  Providing professional expertise, manpower and resources without compensation to various 
non-profit agencies and medical missions to impoverished areas

•  Provide scholarship to qualified and deserving nursing students in the Philippines and United 
States of America to assist them in completing their nursing education.

• Network with professional organizations and agencies in developing and implementing 
programs relevant to nursing practice and education to increase the knowledge, skills and 
professional competencies of nurses so they can deliver safe and excellent care to the public.

•  Provide a forum for exchange of information, exploring issues and problems and to develop 
educational tools and strategies to solve nursing issues.

•  Provide free/low cost education to the public about health maintenance, preventative care and 
basic life support.

•  Develop and implement research programs focusing on the health care needs of the Filipino-
Americans in the Greater Kansas City area.

•  Promote activities that will unify Filipino nurses in the Greater Kansas City area to  
achieve the associations major goals.

NAME:       POSITION / SPECIALTY

ADDRESS:

HOME PHONE:    CELL:    E-MAIL:

BEST WAY TO CONTACT YOU:

EMPLOYER/BUSINESS:    WORK PHONE:

POSITION & SPECIALTY:

MEMBERSHIP STATUS: NEW / RENEWAL

COMMITTEES YOU WOULD WISH TO SERVE (check all that apply):

The Philippine Nurses Association of Greater Kansas City (PNAGKC) is a non-profit 
organization with the mission of upholding the image of Filipino nurses in the United 
States of America by providing charitable services, education and research. 

MEMBERSHIP

EDUCATION

SOCIAL / HOSPITALITY RIGHTS

COMMUNITY SERVICE

SCHOLARSHIP

WAYS / MEANS

NOMINATION / ELECTION

RESEARCH

AWARDS

HUMAN RIGHTS

BY-LAWS

PUBLICATION

Make checks payable to PNAGKC ($70) and send to: Emma Florentino (Membership Chair); 8500 Lakeview Ave | Lenexa, KS 66219
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2018

August 18: Franciscan Mission Warehouse Packing, Independence, Missouri

August 17-18: Ethnic Festival, Kansas City, Missouri

September 8: Golf Tournament for Medical Mission 

September 15: Franciscan Mission Warehouse Packing, Independence, Missouri

September 15: September Affair, Kansas City, Missouri 

September 22: Medical Mission Pill Packing at the Pardos

October TBD: PNAGKC Fundraising Event

October 6: PNAGKC Education Day, Research Medical Center

October 11: General Assembly Meeting, North Kansas City, Missouri

October 20: Regional Food Fair, Overland Park, Kansas

November TBD: Community Service Project - Battered Women and Children

November 17: Franciscan Mission Warehouse Packing, Independence, Missouri

December 1: FAGKC Christmas Party, Filipino Cultural Center

December 8: PNAGKC Christmas Party, Filipino Cultural Center

December 13: General Assembly Meeting, North Kansas City, Missouri

2019

April 4: PNAGKC Annual Dinner Dance, Intercontinental Hotel at the Plaza

May 25: PNAGKC Nurses Appreciation / Membership Appreciation Picnic

UPCOMING EVENTS: 2018- 2019


